LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLC.

Lous E. GITOMER 60 BALTIMORE AVENUE. SUITE 301
Lou@lgrinllaw.com TOWSON. MARYLAND 212(4-4022
B (4101 2962250 - (202) 366-6512
ME:LANIE B. YASBIN FAX 1410 332-0885
Melanie@lgraillaw.com
410-296-2225
27,
O LA
October 18. 2011 / 2 . b
v
Ms. Cynthia T. Brown e 49.1?

Chicef of the Section of Administration. Office of Proceedings
Surtace Transportation Board

395 F Street, S.W. n 2 ( L g
AD |

Washington. D. C. 20423

RE:  Docket No. AB-1089X. Aississippi & Skuna Valley Ruilroad. LLC -
Abandonment Exemption—in Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties, MS

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed for filing are the original and 10 copics of a Petition for Exemption to
exempt, under 49 U.S.C. 10502, Mississippi & Shuna Valley Railroad. LLC’s
abandonment of its 21-mile rail line between Bruce Junction, milepost 21.0 and Bruce.
milcpost 0.0. all in Yalobusha and Calhoun Counties, MS from the prior approval
requirements ol 49 U.S.C. 10903. a check for the filing fee of $6.300. and a disc
containing a WORD version of the Petition and a pdf.

Pleasc time and datc stamp the extra copy ot this letter and the Petition for
Exemption and return with the messenger. T'hanks vou for vour assistance.

If you have any questions, please call or email me. CieemiTh T

’
e

Sincerely yo

//47}

Zouis L. Gitomer
Attorney for: Mississippi & Skuna Valley
Railroad. LLLC
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Docket No. AB-1089X

MISSISSIPPI & SKUNA VALLEY RAILROAD. LI.C
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN YALOBUSHA AND CALHOUN COUNIIES. MS

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad. LI.C ("MSV™) petitions the Surface Transportation
Board ("Board™) to exempt. under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, MSV s abandonment of its 21-mile rail
line between Bruce Junction. milepost 21.0 and Bruce, milepost 0.0, all in Yalobusha and
Calhoun Countics, MS (the “Line™) from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903.

Abandonment will allow MSV to avoid costs incurred by continued ownership of the
Line. There was no traflic moving over the Line at the time MSV acquired the Line from the
Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad Company ("MSVR™). No traffic had moved over the
MSVR since April 17. 2008. At that time. the only shipper on the Line was Weyerhacuser NR

Company. MSVR’s parent company.



PROPOSED TRANSACTION
MSV proposces to abandon the 21-mile rail line between Bruce Junction, milepost 21.0
and Bruce. milepost 0.0. all in Yalobusha and Calhoun Countics. MS. The Line traverses U.S.
Postal Zip Codes 38915 and 38922, A colored map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A (and at
the end of this pleading in Lxhibit G). LExhibit B consists of the Combined Environmental and
Historic Report. The dralt Federal Register Notice is in Exhibit C. and copies of the newspaper

publication and the required certification are in Lxhibit D. The certificate of service is in Exhibit

Based on information in MSV's possession. the Line does contain federally granted right-
of-way. There arc stations at milepost (1.0 at Bruce Junction and milepost 21 at Bruce. Any
documentation in MSV's possession concerning title will be made available to those requesting
it

BACKGROUND

MSV received authority from the Board to acquire the 21.0 miles of rail line. including
any branch lines. from MSVR in a decision served on November 5. 2010." At the time MSV
acquired the Line from the MSVR no traffic had moved over the Line since April 17. 2008.

There has been no demand for service over the Line since MSV acquired it. Therefore.
MSV has not operated over the Line and has not incurred operating costs or generated revenue
from the Line. The Line is listed as Federal Railroad Administration ("FRA™) Class I track. As
described below. abandoning the Line will permit MSV to save (1) the annual maintenance costs

of the Line of approximately $126.000 and (2) opportunity costs of $374.217. MSV will salvage



the track and materials. which have an estimated net liquidation value of $1.832.000. MSV
would like to donate the real estate and tight-ol-way for a trail.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority. MSV plans to salvage the track and materials on
the Line. but leave the bridges and culverts necessary for interim trail use/rail banking in place.
The track and materials will be sold as scrap.

A. MSYV will incur costs to maintain the Line.

MSV has kept maintenance costs to a minimum since its acquisition of the Line. Using
the Board’s average maintain cost of $6.000 per mile of Line. e.g. Delta Southern Ruilroad
Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—in Desha and Chicot Counties, AR. STB Docket No. AB-384
(Sub-No. 3X). (STB served March 25. 2011) and Conrdail—Aband.—henyeen Warsaw and Valp
Counties, IN. 9 1CC2d 1299, 1304 (1993). MSV would incur maintenance costs of $126.000 for
21.0 miles of line.

B. Calculation of opportunity costs.

Opportunity costs (or total return on value of road property) reflect the

economic loss experienced by a carrier from lorgoing a more profitable alternative

use of its assets. Under Abandonment Regulations—Costing. 3 1.C.C.2d 340

(1987). the opportunity cost of road property is computed on an investment base

cqual to the sum of: (1) allowable working capital: (2) the net liquidation value

(NLV) of the line: and (3) current income tax benefits (iff any) resulting from

abandonment. The investment base (or valuation of the road properties) is

multiplied by the current nominal rate of return. to vield the nominal return on

value. The nominal return is then adjusted by applying a holding gain (or loss) to

reflect the increasce (or decrease) in value a carrier will expect to realize by
. - . 2
holding assets for 1 additional year.”

: Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad, 11LC—- Acquisition and Operation Exemption—
Mississippi & Skuna Valley Railroad Company. STB Finance Docket No. 35429, (STB served
Nov. 5, 2010).

* Wisconsin Central Lid.—Abandonment—in Ozankee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties, W1,
STB Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 27) (STB served October 18, 2004). at 10-11.



1. Calculation of net salvage value (“NSV™).

A&K Railroad Materials. Inc. ("A&K") specializes in salvaging rail lines. Based on
MSV’s records. an inspection of the Line, the latest costs of rail materials, and the cost of
removal and transportation. A&K calculates the NSV of the track and material on the Line to be
$1.832.000 (Sce Exhibit F).

2. Calculation of the value of real estate (“VRE™).

The VRE has been calculated by Main Line Rail Management. Inc. to be $333.455. based
on its extensive experience in the field of railroad valuation. Hence. the net liquidation value
("NLV™ of the Linc is $2,165,455. NLV does not include the value of bridges. culverts. and
crossing, which MSV intends to leave in place for interim trail use.

3. Calculation of 15 days working capital.

Working capital for the computation of opportunity costs is calculated as 15 days of the
costs of the Line. Therefore. MSV has used the maintenance costs ($126.000). divided them by
365 and multiplied that amount by 15 to arrive at the 15 days of working capital of $5.178.

4. Nominal cost of capital.

The Board has accepted the nominal cost of capital for a Class 11 railroad of 17.24
pereent.’ Therefore. MSV has decided to use 17.24 percent as the nominal cost of capital in
calculating the opportunity costs of the Line.

5. Income tax consequences.

Y Central Oregon & Pacific Railroud, Inc.- Abandonment und Discontiniance—in Coos,
Douglas, and Lane Counties, OR. SI'B Docket No. AB-515 (Sub-No. 2) (STB served October
31.2008).



The book value of the Line is $2.165.455. The NLV of $2.165.455 less the book value
yiclds no gain. Therefore. sale of the Line will have no tax consequences as used in the
calculation ol opportunity costs.

6. lolding gain.

Because of the volatility of the market for scrap and reusable steel and the decline in the
market for real estate. MSV estimates that there will be no holding gain or loss in the current
economic environment. The Board has accepted such an analysis.”

7. Calculation of Opportunity Costs.

The following Table shows the opportunity cost calculation.

Working Capital $ 5178
NLV $2.165.455
Taxces $ 0
Holding Gain $ 0
Valuation $2.170.633
Nominal Ratc of Return 17.24%

Opportunity Cost $ 374.217

C. Alternate transportation.

The major highways serving the area are Mississippi Routes 330, 7.9, and 32 as well as
local roads. The Line runs parallel to Mississippi 330.

D. Summary.

Continued ownership and operation of the Line by MSV will continue 1o be a burden on
MSV and interstate commerce. MSV will incur annual maintenance costs ol $126.000. and

opportunity costs of $374.217.



MSYV contends that in balancing the harm to itself and interstate commerce against the

harm to shippers and local interests. the balance clearly favors abandonment.

ARGUMENT SUPPORTING THE ABANDONMENT
MSYV sccks an exemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the applicable requirements of
49 U.S.C. § 10903 in order to abandon the Line.
Under 49 U.S.C. § 10502. the Board must exempt a transaction from regulation when it
finds that:
(1) regulation is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §
10101; and
(2) cither:
(a) the transaction is of limited scope. or
(b) regulation is not necessary to protect shippers from the abuse of market power.
The legislative history of Section 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent that the
Board should liberally use its exemption authority to free certain transactions from the
administrative and financial costs associated with continued regulation. In cnacting the Staggers
Rail Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-488. 94 Stat. 1895. Congress encouraged the Board's
predecessor agency to liberally use the expanded exemption authority under former Section

10505:

1 See Arizona & California Railroud Companv—Abandonment Exemption --in Sun Bernardino
and Riverside Counties, CA. STB Docket No. AB-1022 (Sub-No. 1X) (8113 served June 26.
2009). and Sun Joaquin Valley Railroad Companv—Abandonment Exemption—in Tulare
County, CA. S1B Docket No. AB-398 (Sub-No. 7X) (STB served June 6. 2008) at 4.



The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress has been able to identify
broad arcas of commerce where reduced regulation is clearly warranted. the Commission
is more capable through the administrative process of examining specific regulatory
provisions and practices not yet addressed by Congress 1o determine where they can be
dercgulated consistent with the policies of Congress. The conferees expect that.
consistent with the policies of this Act. the Commission will pursue partial and complete
exemption from remaining regulation.
H.R. Rep No. 1430. 96 the Cong. 2d Sess. 105 (1980). Sce also Exemption From Regulation--
Boxcar Traffic, 367 1.C.C. 424. 428 (1983). vacated and remanded on other grounds. Brae Corp.
v. United States. 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir 1984). Congress reaffirmed this policy in the
conference report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of 1995, Pub. .. No. 104-88. 109 Stat.
803. which re-cnacted the rail exemption provision as Section 10502, TLR. Rep. No. 422, 104th

Cong.. Ist Scss. 168-69 (1995).

A. The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary to Carry Out the Rail
Transportation Policy

Detailed scrutiny of this transaction is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation
policy. An exemption would minimize the unnecessary expense associated with the preparation
and filing of a formal abandonment application, expedite regulatory decisions and reduce
regulatory barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C. § 10101 (2) and (7). There arc no shippers on the Line and
there has not been any intercest in shipping over the Line since it was acquired by MSV. The last
shipper to use the Line. three years ago. was the parent company of the MSVC. the former owner
of the Lince. Abandonment will allow MSV to avoid costs associated with maintaining the Line.
Granting this cxemption. therefore, fosters sound economic conditions and encourages efficient
management by permitting the rationalization of an unnecessary rail line. 49 U.S.C. § 10101 (3).

(5) and (9). Other aspects of the rail transportation policy are not adversely aftected. For
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cxample. competition and the continuation of a sound rail transportation svstem are not affected
since the public will not be deprived of any needed rail services.

B. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope

‘The proposed transaction is of limited scope. MSV sceks to abandon a 21 mile line
Mississippi.

C. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse Of Market Power.

MSV is abandoning the Line. There is no traffic shipped over the Line and there are
alternative transportation services available. The major highways serving the arca are
Mississippi Routes 330. 7. 9. and 32 as well as local roads. The Line runs parallel to Mississippi
330.

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

A Combined Environmental and Historic Report is in Exhibit B.

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE
A draft Federal Register notice is attached hereto as Exhibit C.
LABOR PROTECTION

When a railroad abandons its entire line. the Board doces not normally impose labor
protection under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(g). unless the evidence indicates the existence of: (1) a
corporate affiliate that will continue substantially similar rail operations: or (2) a corporate parent
that will realize substantial financial benefits over and above reliet from the burden of deficit

opcrations by its subsidiary railroad. Sec Honey Crech R.R.—Aban. Exemption—in IHenry

Cnty.. Ind.. AB 865X (STB scrved Aug. 20. 2004): Wellsville, Addison & Galeton R.R.—Aban.

of Entire Line in Potter & Tioga Cntys.. Pa.. 354 1.C.C. 744 (1978): and Northampton & Bath

R.R.—Aban. Near Northampton & Bath Junction in Northampton Cnty, Pa.. 354 [.C.C. 784

10



(1978). Afier abandonment, MSV's parent company and corporate affiliate will not continue
similar operations. Nor will MSV’s parent company realize substantial financial benefits over
and above relief from the burden of its subsidiary railroad. The purposc of this abandonment is
to reduce the burden on interstate commerce of an unnecessary expenditure where there is a lack
of demand. Moreover. there are no employees on MSV since it has not operated since April
2008.
CONCLUSION

Application of the regulatory requirements and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to the
abandonment of the Line proposed by MSV is not required to carry out the rail transportation
policy sct forth in 49 U.S.C. § 10101. as previously shown. Nor is Board regulation required 1o
protect shippers from the abuse of market power. Morcover, this abandonment is of limited
scope.

Accordingly, MSV respectiully urges the Board to grant an exemption for the proposed
abandonment of the Line.

Respectfully Submitted.
A L
AT /:‘("),—
Louis E. Gitomer. [sq.
Melanic B. Yasbin. Esq.
600 Baltimore Avenue
Suite 301
Towson. MD 21204
(410) 296-2205

Attorneys for: Mississippi & Skuna Valley
Railroad. LL.C
Dated: October 18. 2011
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EXHIBIT B-COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFROTTOS 7and 1T03.%)

Dochet No AB-1089X

MISSISSIPPT & SKUNA VALI EY RAIT ROAD, LLC- ABANDONMENT LXEMPTION-
IN YALOBUSHA AND CALHOUN COUNTIES, MS

Dated: September 28, 2011
EXVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the propesed action. including
commuodities transported. the planned disposition (117 any ) ot any 12il fime and other structures tha
may be mvolved. and any possible changes in current operations or mamtenanee prictices  Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detatled map and
drawmgs clearly delincating the project.

Misassippt & Skuna Valley Railroad. LLC ("MSV™) proposes to abandon the 21-mule
ratl line between Bruee Junction, milepost 21 0 and Bruce, milepost 0.0, all m Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counties, MS (the “Line™). Upon recerpt of abandonmeni authonty trom the Surface
Fransportation Board (the ~“Board ™) MSV will salvage the track and materials from the Line. bul
will leave the bailast. bridges and culverts in place lor the use ot he traid.

Abandonment of the Line will result in the removal of the il MSV does not intend o
disturb any sub grade or sub grade structures and does not intend to remose any bridge
structures  MSY proposes o convert the Line to intenm tradl use ranl banking under 16 U'S ¢
$1247¢d) through the donatzon or sale ot the Line to a trail group  The operations and
mantenance of the hine will cease Removal of the Line will resklt i the elimmation ot 17
pubhc road crossings and T privaee road crossings.

I here has been no focal or overhead traffic on the Line siace Apul 17 2008 The 1ast

shipper on the [ e was Weyerhacuser NR Company., the tormer ownes of the Line,



Fhe only alternatise w a full abandonment would be for MSV st to abandon the Fine
MSV recerved authorits Lo acquire the Lme from the Mississippr & Shuna Valies Railroad
Company NMSVETY Vs & Skuna Valley Ralroad, LLC = Acquisition and Operation
Fyemption-- Vssioappn & Skuna Ualley Rarlroad Company, STB Docket N, FD 53429 (ST
served November 520105 At the time of acquisition there was ao traftic moving over the 'ine.
Na trattic had moved over the MSVC for over 2 years prior to MSV's acquisition. The last
shipper to use the Fine was MSVC's parent company in Apnl 2008 With litde, ifany. potential
tratfic. NSV has decided to seek abandonment ot the Line

A mup ot the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1

(2} Lransportation Systeimn. Describe the etfects of the preposed action on regional o
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount o) traftic (passenger or lreight)
that will be diverted to uther transportation systems or modes as a result ot the proposed action

[here 18 no passenger tratfic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the
propused abandonment  [here 15 no lreight trattic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier.
Accordingly. the proposed abandonment should have no adverse etlects on regioral o Iocal
transportation sy stems and patterns

(3) Land Uise. (1) Based on consultation with local and/or regronal planning agencies
and/or a review ol the ofticial planning documents prepared by such agencies. state whether the
proposed action s consistent with existing land use plans Deserde any inconsistendies, i
Buased on consultation with the U S, Soil Conversation Service. sate the erfect at the proposed
action on any prime agticultural fand. (ui) [Fthe action aftects lawl or water uses within o
designated cuastal zane. include the coastal zone mformation requred by 11039 (v I the
proposed action s an abandonment, state whether or not the right-ol-way 1~ sutable tor
alternative pablic use under 49 U.S.C0§ 10905 and explain why

(1) MISV cansiders the proposed abandonment to be consilent with existing land use

pluns  Lhe arca stiiounding the Te is rural in nature,


file://�/ccordingly
file://p:/iposed

NNV contacted e lewn ol Bruee and the Counties of Yalebusha and Calhoun, MS by
fetters dated September 28, 2011 See Exhihit 2 Noresponse has beer reeerved as ot this aate.
A copy of this Favironmental ReporChas been mailed o the appropriate tocal and state agencies
tor thea intormabon and further comment

(iny MSY does not believe that there 15 any prime agricubal land that will be arfected.
MSV notified the United States Department of Agriculture ("USD ™ Natural Resources
Conseryation Service (the ageney suceeeding to the responsibilities of the Serl Conservation
Serviee) of the proposed abandonment by fetter dated September 28 2011 and requested
assistanee i denulymg any potential effects on prime agrnicalters land - See Eahitbit 20 A copy
of this report has been supplied toy the USDA for its information and further comment

(i) The Line does not pass through a designated coastal sone

(v MSV belieses the Line would be suitable for intering tranl usedrarl hanking

14 Energy (1) Describe the effect of the proposed action or ansportation of cnergy
resources (i) Deseribe the eftect of the proposed action on reevel ihle commadities (i) State
whether the proposed aetion widl resultCim an increase or decrease i overall energy efficienes
and explain why - ¢iv) [Tthe proposed action will cause diversions rom rail te motor carnage ot
more than (A 100G radl carfoads o vear: oe (Byan average of 80 ral carlrads per mile per year
for any part of the afTected hne, quantity the resulting net change m energs consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given

(i) The proposed abandonrent will have no etfect on the ransportaon or energy
resources

(it} The moposed abandonment will have no effect on the tanspertation ot recyelable
commuodities

(i) The proposed abandonment will have mimmal elfeeton averail energs eticienes

sinee there has been no traftic on the Tine

PP



fv o The proposed abaedoiment will not cause the diversien of moie than 1ot 1l
carloads a vear e anas eiage of 30 gl carloads per mite pee sear torany part ot il line
seaments of rail traffic o motor carnage

i3y o B she proposed action will result in either: v Miinerense n rai} irattic o)
least TUO percentimeasured m gross on mides annually Yor an incease o at least cieht irama
day onany segment of rad Tine affected by the proposal. or (B an merease il sard ety o
atlease 100 percent (measured by carload activaty b, or (O an avent e wctease i truch tratfic ol
more than [0 percent of the average darly trathic or 30 vehicles aday onany aliecied road
segment, quantly the anticipated erfect on air emissions. For a pooposai under 4908 C
10901 (or & 11)305) 10 construct a new line or reinstitute service vser a previousty abandoned
line, only the erght tratn a day provision in sub-section (3)(i)(A) will apply (1) 1t the proposed
action aftects a class T or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act. and will result in either
(A) an inerease 0 nail tratfic of at least 30 percent (measured in gioss ton miles annuallyy o1 an
increase of at least three trains o day on any segment of rail ine. (13) aninerease in rml vard
activity ol al least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average mcerease in tuck
ratfic of more than 10 percent of the average darly wraffic or 30 v :hicles o day ona given road
segment. then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by the State Tmplementation Plun, Hiowever, tor a rair constructon under 491 8 ¢
§ L0901 or 40 108 C 8 T0R03) oracase imvolving the reinstituton of service over i previnusiy
abandoned line. only the three train a day threshold in this item shail apply - (aiy i transportation
of vzone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and treon) is contemplated. identify  the
matenials and quantity: the frequency of service: safety practices tincludmg any speed
restrictions: the applicant’s salety record (to the extent available” on derariments, accidents and
spills: contingeney plans Lo deal with acerdental spills: and the Tike.ihood of an acaidental refease
of osone depleting matetials in the event ot a collision or derailneent

t1) The proposed abandonment wall not result in meeting eor exceading the specified

thresholds

{113 The proposed abandonment will not resuit in meeting o exeeeding the specitied

thresholds

(it} The proposed abandonment will not atlect the transpertation ot ozone deplenng

materials

g Nouse 1Eany o the thieshalds dentitied intem (33 ol this secton are surpassed.
state whether the proposed action sall carse (0 an meremental Derease mnose levels of three
dectbels T.dn or more: or () an micrease to a nowse level ot 03 dedbels Fdn or greater 1 s
wdentify sensitive recepiors (e g . schools, libranies, hospitals, restfences. retirement


http://lea.se
http://ea.se
http://ca.se

communitica and rursing homes) m tie project area. and gquantiis the nose increase [on these
receplors b e reshelds are surpassed

Not applicable

(7 Nafety (i1 Descuibe any elfects of the proposed action on public heaith and salets
Onciuding vehacie delay tme ot ridroad grade crossings)y i) I Fasandous matenats are
evpectaed to be transported. idennity: the materials and guantity, the Treguency of service, whethe
chemicals are bemg ransported that, f mixed, could react 1o form more hazardous compoupds,
satety practiees (including any speed restrictionsy; the applicant's satety record (1o the extent
available) on derailmenis, accidents and hazardous spills: the contingency pians o deal with
accidental spills. and the hkelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials - (i) If there
are any hnown hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials
spills on the nght-ot-wav, demify the eaton of thoge sites and the 1y pes of hazardous mateeials

involved

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental ettects on public health and
safety. MSV has never operated over the Line and MSVC. the previous owner. had not operated
over the Line in more than two years

{(11) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transpo tation of hazardous materials

Con MSY s pot aware of any Anown hazardous saste sites o sites where there hase been
known hazardous materials smills on the Line.

(8) Biological Resoutees. (1) Based on consultation withihe U'S Fish and Wildhite
Senvice, state whether the proposed action 1s hkely to adversely alfect endangered or threatened
species of areas destgnated as a criucal habitat, and 11 so. deserthe the effects i State whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. Nationai or State parks or forests vill be affected. and describe
any effects,

G MSY does not believe tha the proposed action s Ikl oeadversel altect endaneered
or threatened species or areas designated as a eritical habitat. MSV notified the 1S Fish and
Wildlife Service (7USEF&WT ot the proposed abandonment by Iutter dated Seplember 28, 2011,
and requested assistance 10 determining whether the proposed abandonment will adversciy altect
endangered o threatened species arareas designated as a ertical iabitae: Sec [ahiingt 2 v eopy

ol this Report was supphed to the UST&W [or its mlormation and tather comment



ty Wande e Line ss near the Calhoun Couenty Wikdhie Management Aree MSY Joes
nothelieve any wediite sanctuanes or refuges. Natonal or State parks or Torests swould be
adsersely affected by the proposed abandonment,

MNY nottied the Natnonal Parks Service ot the proposed sbandenment by fetier dated
September 28, 2011 and requested assistance in identitving ans potenual etfects on wndiite
sanctuanes or refuges. National or State parks or forests See Exabit 20 To date, 1o response to
this request has heen reeeived. A copy ot this Report has been sepplied to the National Park

Service lor its mtormation and comment

(9) Water (1 Based on consultation with State water qua ity ofticials. state whether the
proposed action 1s consistent with appheable Federal. State or local water quahty standards
Deseribe any inconsistencies (1) Based on consultaton with the U SO Army Corps of Fngineers.

A

state whether permits under section 44 of the Cleun Water Act (33 TS (1§ 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 130y car tlood plams will be
attected. Desenihe the etfects (i State whether pernuts under section 402 ot the Clean Watet
Acl (33 1 SO 1321 are required For the proposed achon,

() NSV s contident that the proposed abandonment will we consisient with applicable
water quality standards MSV contacted the Mississippr Department of Covitonmenta Qualits
C"MDEQ™) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency ¢ "TISEPATp by fetters dated
September 28, 2000 See Lxhibae 2 Lo dates nuresponse to this ceguest his beeinrecenned . A
copy of this Repart has been supplicd to the MDEQ and USEP A tor therr irformation and
comment

{1 MSV belieyes that no perimits under section 404 of the Clean Water \et are reqored
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or T0U-year tlood plams will be

aftected by the proposed abandonment. Upon recerving abandonment autheriny removal o

material will be accomphished by use vi'the right-of=way for access No new aceess reads are

i



contemplated M8V does notintend to disturb any ol the underiving roadbed o pertorm am
activities that woukd canse sedimentation or eroston of the soil. and does not anticipate any
Jdredging or use of tillin the remosal of the track matertad  The crassties andsor other debris sill
be transported away trom the Line and will not be discarded along the night-of-was nor be placed
or feftin streams or wetlands. or wlong the banks of such waterwars  \lso, during track removal.
appropnate measures will be implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels. lubnicants or
any other potlutant materials from entering any waterways  Basced upon this course of action,
MSV does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Wuter Act will be regquired

MSV contacted the .S, Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated September 28, 201 ]
and has received no response to date See Fxhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to
the 1S Army Corps of Engineers for its information and commesit

() MSY believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be
required lor the abandonment. MSV contacted the MDEL and the USEP \ by letier dated
September 28, 2011 Sec fxhibit 20 A copy of this Report has been supplied to the MDI-Q and
USEPA for thewr mformation and iurther comment.

(10) Proposed Mitigation  Describe any actions that are proposed 1o imitigate adyverse
environmental impacts. indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

AISV does not expect any adverse environmental impact bom the propased abandonment
and. therefure, sees no need tor any mitigating actions. MSV will, of course. adhere 1o any

remedial actons requined by the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT
oA E S OGN topagraphic map {or alternate map drawn 1o seale and sufticienty detnled
to show butldings and other structures e the vicinity of the proposed actinon) showing the
location of the proposed action. and the locations and approximate dimensiens oi 1anlioad
structures that we 30 years old or older and are nart ot the proposed action.
LN Greologreal survey Maps have been supplied to the Mississippt Fistorieal

Commission Sev Ixhibit 1

Y. A wntten description of the night of way tincluding approsimate widths, to the extent

known. and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area.

The 21-mile night-of-way 1s approsimatels 100 feet wide. The | ine begins at Fas
Railroad Street m Bruce. MS. and runs southwest crossing S. Ponotac Road ang Thompsen
Street. [t then crosses Country Roads 2270231 and 245, After erossing Country Road 245 the
Line runs SWand parallet to Highway 330 Continuing southwest. the Line crosses Airmount
Court at both the cast and west ends o' the road.  The Line then procecds southivest crossing
New Hope Road. Steen Drive, and Country Road 139, The [ine crosses York Creek ard Congey
Creek prior to crossing T lams Road. At Elams Road the Line runs west crossing Country Road
179 and County Road 194, At Country Road 194 the Line runs rorthwest erossing Durden
Creew betore crossig Country Road 77 and ending at the connee.ion with Canadian National

Ratlway.

3 Good quahity photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) o tailroad
structures on the property that are 30 vears old or older and of the immediatels surrounding area.

Phere are 32 bridges on the property that are 30 years old or older.

4. The dategsy of construction of the sttucturers). and the cateisi and extent ol any magon
alterations. to the extent such mlarmation is knowne

Nuot known.

5. brier narrause history ot carrier opetations m the aeoand an esplanation of what
it any . changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed actien.

]



The MSY orginally named the Mississippi & Schoona A al'es Ratlroad Company was
incorpotaied 0 fune 19235 ander the laws of Mississippr. The line was constiucted Trom a
connection with the Himeis Central Rarthoad ac Bruee Juncuon, My and follows a general
northeastet]s direction awong the Shuna River to Briuce, MS. The | me was compieted on Sepr 1.
1926 NSV acquired a 21-mufe tal fine between Bruce Junction, mitepost 21 0 and Bruce.
mifepost O 0, all w Yalobusha and Cathoun Counties, MS from NMSVR i Mivsivappi & Sk
Palley Rutdroad, LLC - Acquasition and Operation Lxemption- =Yovsosippr & Skuna Dalley

Ruilroad Compamy STB Finance Docket No. 35429 (STB servec Nov. 5. 20101

0 A bret summary of documents in the carrier’s possesson, such as engineermy
drawings, that might be useful m documenting a structure that is found to be historic,

NSV possesses valuation maps and track charts of the Line. but 13 not aware ot any other
documentation in its possession.

7 An opunon thased on readidy available iformanon i O rathoud's possession as
whether the site and o structures meet the enteria for hating on the National Reister of Histone
Places (36 C R oy and whether there s a likehhood of archoological 1esources o1 any otier
previoushs unknown histore properties m the projectaren. and the basis for these opimions
fincluding any consaltanens with the State Historie Preservation Difice. loval brsional societios

Or GNiversities),

MSV behieves that the bridges on the Line are not unusual or notewortlts lor inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places. Tt is also MSV'S opintor that there wie oo archeologicat
resourees or uther taroad refated histare properties i the project area. Moreover, since MSV
i~ arecithle 1o converting the 1 me to mtermm tranl use/rail bankinz, VISV does not plan o alier,
temave or dispase of any of the bridges that are an the Thine

8.\ description thased on readily avanlable information i1 the ralroad's possessiony o;
any known prior subsutbace ground disturbance or GlL emvironmertal conditions (raturalls
occurring o manmade) thai might alfect the archeological recosuy ot resonrees isuch as
sswampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste). and the surrosnding terrain

Based on a review ot its records. M8V helieves that there aze no Anown subsuitace

Y
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ground dotuitances m L or environmental conditions that nug! atteer the archeolngicai
recovery o any potential resourees

Y Wathin 30 dass of receipt of the historie report. the State Histone Preservation Uiy
may request the following additional information regarding specitic nor raifroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the raiload nght-of-way - photographs
ab spectlivd properties that can be readily seen trom thie railroad oght-ot-was (e ather public
rights-of-sway adjacent athe property ) and a written deseription of any previously discovered
archeolugical stes. wdentiivimyg the location and type of the site (2 prehistoric or native

American)

NSV does not foresee the fikelihood that any additional isiormation will need to be
suppled i assoctation with the proposed abandonment other than that intormaton presoush
submitted. But. it any additional information 1s requested, MSV witl prompts supply the
necessary information

MSV cantacted the Nississippi Department of Archives and History C"MDAH™) by letter
dated September 28,2017 See Exhibit 2. No response has been ecenved .\ copy o1 this

Report has been mailed to MIDALL
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTLRS



.w OFrig ks oF
Lovis E. Qrroserk, LLI1LC,
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Lotis E Greonrg . - .
Lot e leraiin v oo UMW SR NDVRY T AN 2T

T P 2062205 0 200 athens
Mt B Y wan September 28, 204§ ASSNTIUREHTS

Melante Irantias com

4112062205
Misarsstppr Historie Preseryation Urtice
Mississippi Department or \ichisves and History
Nddress 1120 Box 37)
Jackson, MN 39284

RL.  Daochet No. AB-T089X. Miwsosvppr & Skuna Valley Rudroad 114 -
Ahandonment Exemption- -on Yalobusha and Calho: Connties AN

Dear SirMadam

On or about October 18, 2011 we expect to be tilmyg with the Surtace
Lransportation Board (7S TB™) a petiton for excmption seehing authonity Lo the
Misstssippt & Shuna Valley Rathoad. T LC to abandon an approsimately 21 mife 1l Tine
hetween Bruee Functivn. mitlepost 21 0 and Bruce. milepost 0 0. all in Yalobusha and
Calhoun Connties. MS tthe “Line™).

Attiached is a Combined Environmental and Historie Repart deseribing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects, ws well as a map of the altected
area We are provading this report so that you may review the information that will form
the hasis for the S TR independent environmental analvsis o’ this proceeding U any of
the informatien s misleading or incorrect. 11 you believe that pertinent mtvimation s
mussing., or 1 you have any guestions about the STB'S envirmmertal review process,
please eontact the Oftice of Lavitonmental Analysis (OFA) Surface T ransportation
Bowrd, 393 [ Street, SW. Washington, DU 204235, telephone 202-245-0293 and reler to
the above Ducket Noo AB-TO89X,

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impese siringent deadhines 1o
processing this action, your written comments (o OLA twii g copy o oun representatssed
would be appreciated within 3 weeks Your comiments will he canstdered by the MR s
cvaluatmg the ensironmental ipacts of the contemplated «cion 1 there wre aiy
guestions conceriing this proposal. pledse contact our representative direetly - O
representative m this muatter i~ Melante Yasbhin who may e contacted by (elephone ¢
F10 2002230, emand ai Melaniv e Tgrantling cony. or manid al i Otfices o Fons
Cintomer. 600 Baltmote Avenue. Suite 01, Fowson, MD 21204,

Sincerely youns,

Melane Yashin
Attorney for Mississippe & Shuna Ranroad 11

I nelosue
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Melametr lzrullaw ¢om

411 206- 2205
5SS Natunas Geodetie Surves
Room V262 NGNS/ 2
P33 Past-West Highway
Silver Springd MDY 20010

RE. Docket No. AB-TOSOX. Vissessipyn & Shyne Valley Rulroud 1 LC-
Abandonmient Fxempiion~ m Yalobusha and Calhown Counties VIS

Dear Siriviadam

On or about October 18, 2011 we expect to be (ihing with the Surtace
[ransportetion Board ("STB™y a petition for exemption seching authority for the
Mississippt & Skuna Valley Radroad. T.LC to abandon an approximatels 21 mile rail hne
between Bruce Juncuon. milepost 21 0 and Bruce. milepos 0 00 all i Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counues, MS ithe =Tine™).

Attached s a Combined Ensitonmental and Histore Repert deseribing the
proposcd action and any expected environmental effects, as well as a map of the aftected
arca Weare prosiding this report so that sou may review the informanon that witl form
the basis oo the S TR s independent environmental anals si- of tiis prececdmg, Baey ol
the sniormation is misleadmg or ineorrect, o you believe that pertinent intormation 1
missing, or Hyou have any questions aboul the S TR eovsonmentai review process,
please contact the Ortice of I nvionmental Analssis 1O A Susface Fimspottanon
Poard. 393 1 Street, SW W ashingion, DU 20425 welephooe 20234320293 gnd reter o
the abatve Docket No AB-1080X

Because the applicable statutes and regulations mpose strimgent deadhines Tog
processing thes action, sour weitten comments 1 OF A (sl a cops o our representating
would be appreaiated wathin Y wecks Your comments will be cotisidered by the S TR
cualuating ine environmental nupacts ot the contemplated setion T tere are any
guestions concerning tis proposal, please contact our reproseatatin g diedily - Ohe
representatis e i this matter s Melame Yashurwho may ke cantacted by teicphone o
410022002250 emand al Melame a lgratlas cont or mail o Law Oes of Doy |

Critorner, 000 Baltimoere Avenue. Sutte 30, Towson, NID 220

Sincerely vours,

Melame Yasbin
Attorney for Mississppr & Shuna Rafnead, THC

Faciosure
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September 28, 201

‘V"“. WIEB Y aabis IAENEILE

Mielane@ [grmilaw com

111-246-22065
PN Nabona Park Sernviee
Lo Alabama Street, SW
Atlanta. (i v 30303

RE- Docket Nov AB-T08OX. Visvasveppi & Skuna Paller Renlroud, T1LC-
Abandonment Exempnion - Yalobusha ard Calivnn ¢ ounnes VIS

Dear »ir Madam

On or about October 18, 2011 we expect 1o be filing with the Surface
Transpartation Board (S TB™) a petition {for exemption sechimg authony for the
Mississippi & Shuna Valles Railroad. T 1C to abandon an spproximately 21 nule rail hne
between Bruee Junction, nufepost 21.0 and Brace, milepos- 0 00 all in Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counties. MN (the “Line™).

\ttached 1~ Combined Envuanmental and Histor. Report desertbing the
propased action and any expected ens ironmiental eftects, as weil s a map of the atfeued
areit W are providing thes report so that you may review the imtormation that will form
the hasis Bor the S TR s independent envuonmental anals sis ot this proceeding 1 any of
the ittormration s musleading or mvorrect. it you heliese that pertimentmtonmato s
missing, o 5 you have any questions about the STB s envisonmental review process.
pledase vontaet the Office of Eavironmental Analysis (O A Surlace Eransportation
Board. 393 1 Street SW, Washington, DO 20423 telephone 202-245-0205 g reter o
the above Docket No. AB-1089X.

Becaase the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stringent Jeadlines ton
processie this achion, sour werlten commetts to OF-\ owrth acops to van representitie g
would he appreciated within 3 weeks. Your commenis wil- be considered by the STB
cvabuating the envienmental impacts ol the contemplated w1t ihere e any
guestions concernimg this pinposal. please contact our representatn e dnectly Ow
representative m this matier 18 Melame Yashm who may be contacted »y telephone at
A10. 2962230 emal at Melanie - lgranllas conneor marla Taw OPTees of Foos
Ciitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 Towson, MD 11204,

Sineerely yours,

Melane Yasbin
Attornes tor Messissipor & Shuna Rativoad, 1L

| nelosme
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LAw OrrFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER, LLLC.
a0 BAL HIMORL AV NUE SUITE a1
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Lout lgraillaw com TUWSON MARY L AND 2120«-d022
o VAL 20, 2250+ 1202 406 6532

MELaME B, Yasun Neplember 28, 20171 FAX (4100 337-08RS

Melameda Iprallaw cons

41(-296-2205

TPA

Regon 4

Sam Nunn Atlamta Federal Center
61 Forsyih sticet. SW

Atlanta. GA 3303-8960

RE- Docket Noo AB-TORON. Mississippi & Skuna Valiey Radroad 11.C-
Abandonment Dxempiion=-n Yulobusha and Calhoun Connties AS
Dear MadamiSir:

On or about October 18, 2011 we expect to be Niling with the Surface
[tansportation Board ("STB™) a petition for exemption seeking authority for the
Mississippr & Shuna Valley Ralroad. LLC 1o abandon an approximately 21 mile vail line
between Bruee Junction. milepost 210 and Bruce. milepaost UG, all in Yalobusha and
Calhoun Caunties. MS (the “Line™).

Attached 15 o Combimed Lovironmental and Historie Report deseribing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as & map of the aflected
arca W are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form
the basis Tur the S TR idependent environmental anadysis of this proceeding Tany ul
the intormanion ss misleading or meorrect, i vou believe that pertinent miformation s
missing, o1 il vou have any questions about the STB's environmental 1eview process.
please contact the Otlice of Lnvironmental Aralysis (OCA). Surface Transportation
Board. 395 . Stneet. SW. Washington, DC 20423 telephone 202-245-0295 and refer o
the above Docket No AB-TURIX.

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impaose strigent deadlines for
processing this actuon. your wiitten comments 1o OLA (with o copy to oun epresentative)
would be appreciated within 3 weeks, Your comments will be considered by the STB in
evaluating the environmental impacts of the contemplated action [f there are any
questions coneermng tis proposal, please contact our representatine direetly Oug
representative in this matten 1s Melanie Yashin who may be contacted by teiephone at
410-296-2250. cmail ai Melamew lgraillaw com. or mail at Law Offices of Lows |
Giitomer. /00 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 201, Towson, MD 21204,

Sincereny yours. s
:{/ ___',5, 7

Nelame Yashin
Attornies for Miss ssippr & Shuna Ratlioad. 11 €

-
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September 28, 201 ]

Melane lzianllay com

410 296-2225

Yalobusha County
P.O Boc 664
Water Valley. MS 3896350064

RE Dacket No AB-TORYN Vivseswppn & Skiora v wiler Railroad 110 -
thandonment fxemption— m Yalobusha and Cathoun Counties, VS

Dear Madam S

{nor about October 18, 2011 we eapecet to be tiling with (he Suitace
Treansportation Boatd ("STB™) a petiton tor exemption seck:ng authority for the
NMississippr & Shuna Valley Rarlvoad. LLC to abandon an epproximately 21 mide rad Iine
between Bruee Junction, milepost 21 0 and Bruce, mitepost 0.0 a' in Yalobusha and
Calhoun Countres. MS (the “Line™

\ttached 1s a Combined Civironmentai and Histone Report desertbing the
proposed action and any expected environmental eftects, acwell as a map of the aftected
ared We e prosiding this report se that you may reviesw ke mformation that wall torm
the hasis for the S TB's independent environmental analysis ot this proceeding Hany of
the information .~ misleading or tncarrect, i you believe that pertinent citormation s
missing. or 1 you have any questions about the S TR’ envionmental eview process.
please eontact the Othice of | nvironmental Analysis 10T A Sutace Lransportation
Board. 395 T Strect, SW, Wastungion, DU 20425 welephone 20222350293 and refen o
the above Docket Noo AB-[084X.

Becadause the apphicable statutes and regulatians impase snagent deadlines tor
Processing this action, sour writien eammuents 1o OFA (with a copy toaur iepreseatatingy
would be appreaated within P weehs Your comments wal be consadered by the N TB
eyl the envionmental impacts of the comemplated acrion 11 there are i
questions converning Ui proposal, please contact our reprsetative dinectls - O
representative s s matten is Melame Yashin who may be contaeted by iefephone
$10-20422250 el Melanie o " grallasw com. or manl o T ass Oices o | onns |
Ciitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 30T Towson, MDD 2204,

Sincerely youts.

Melame Yashin
Attorney tor Mississiopr & Shena Ratlioad 11

[ netosure
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Rl Docket No AB-TORYX, Misossippr & Skine Halley Ranlroad LG -
Ahandonment Fxemption -~ Yalobusha and Caitioun Counies S

Dear Director Dohner

On o about October 18, 2011 we expect fo be Tiling with the Sarface
Fransportavon Board ("STB™) a petition for exemption seating anthonty tor the
Vississipp & Shuna Valley Rarlroad. LLC to abandon an approvimateds 20 mude rad line
between Bruee Tunchon, mifepost 21 0 and Bruce. milepaost O G, ail i Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counties. VS (the “Line™

Attached 1~ a Combined Eavironmental and Historie Report deser-hing the
proposad actom and any expeeted environmental effeets, as well as a map of the affected
araa W are provdimg this report sathat you may reviess he informaieon that sall torm
the basis for the S TS mdependent environmental analysis ot this proceeding IFany ol
the mtormation is misleadig or incorrect. if you believe that pertnent information i~
missimg, or i vou have any questions about the STB's envitonmental review process,
piease contact the Office of T nvironmental Analysts (OFA - Surlace |ransportaton
Board. 393 | Street. SW. Washington, DC 204230 tefephore 202-245-02035 apd refer e
the above Docket No AB-1089X

Because the appheable statutes and regulations impase stingen deadlimes for
precessing (s action, sour written comments (o QLA (with a cops to our representatis e
swonthl he appreciated withiy 3 wechs Your conunents waib e constdered by the STH o
evaluatmyg the envunnmental mgacts of the contemplated cehion. 11 ibere e am
questions coneering chis proposal, please contact our represeatative directhy - Ou
representatinve e idus matter 1s Melanie Yasbin who may b cntacted by telephone at
SI0 2002250, et at Melanie o Jgrailiaw .conm. or mail at Lass O1fices 0 ows |0
Gitomer 600 Balumote Avenae. Suite 301, Towson, M 21204

Sincerely sows.

Melanie Yasbin
Attornes for Mississispi & Shana Rariroad. 11 C

I nclusure
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Melaregd I nlles com
119-290-2305
Nattra Resowees Conservation Serviee TS
Federal Buoilding, Suaite 1321
Lo West Capitol Strect
Jackson, VIS 39209

RI" Docket No. AB-1089X, Vissiasipp & Skuine Dulles Ravlroad 110 -
thancdinment Exemption i Yalohusha and Calliotn Covneies VS

Dear Sir'Madam.

On ar about Octaber 18, 2011 we expect W be Nling with the Surtace
Lransportation Boand (7S TR a petition for exemption sechimg aathorios tor the
AMssessippi & Shuna Valley Railroad. T o abandon an approsimatels 21 mude rad hine
berween Bruce function. milepost 21.0 and Bruce, muleposto i, alb m Yaiobusha aud

Calhoun Counties. MS ithe “Line™).

Attached v a Combined Envitonmental and Historie Report descnibing the
proposed achion and any expected environmental effects, as well as a map o the atfected
ared - We are prosidimg this report so that You may review e ntarmtton tha will torm
the basis for the S TR S independent e nonmental analysis o thus procecding 1any il
the mformation 1 nusleading orincorreet. i vou belies e thet pertinent idomsation 1s
nussg. on il sou have any questions about the S TB's envinnmental review process.
please contact the Office of Favironmental Analysis (OL Ay Surtace Transportation
Board. 393 F street. SW. Washington, DC 204230 telephone 202-245-0295 and 1eter 1o
the above Docket Vo, AB-i108WX

Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stingeni deadlimes o
processitg shis action, your wiitten comments to OLA (with 1copy o our representain e
wandd be apprecered suthm 3 weeks Y our comments will ce cons dered by the STB n
evatuating the eosronmentad impacts of the contemplated o non 1t there we ans
questams coneerning this proposal. please contact our representative diectly O
representative 0 this matter i5 Melmie Yastin who may be contacted by telephone @
F1020n 2230, enwanl o Melanie o Tgrantias com o mail ath ase Offices o1 o |
Cototner, 60 Baltimore A cne, Surte 301 Tososen, MDD 2104

Smeerely sours.
Melanie Yasbin
Attorney for Mississipr & Shuna Rachoad, [ LC

Fnclosure
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Ri Dacket No. AB-TORYX. Misvissepp & Skuna §oifey Ratiroad L1 -
Ahandonment Exemprion--n: Yalobush and Calinot Connnes VIS

Dear Madam:Sir

On o about October T8, 2011 we enpedt o be Biling with the Sutace
Fransportatien Board ¢S T7) g petition tor exemption secimg authoniy for the
Muississippr & Shuna Valley Railroad. 1L C to abandon an arprovimatels 21 nule ral ine
between Bruee Junction. mdepost 21 6 and Bruce. milepost (e all m Yalobusha ind
Calhoun Counties, MS (the “Line™)

Attached 13 a Combued Pnvionmental and Thstorie eport deseribing the
proposed action und any expected environmental eftects. aswell as amap ot the atfected
area - We are providing this report so that vou may review the imtormation that will form
the basis for the S TR independent environmental analysis of this proceeding 1 any of
the informaton is imsleading or incorreet. i you believe that pertment mtonmation &
mssing. or yvou hase any quesnons aboul the ST envirnmental reviess process,
please contact the Otfice of I nviionmental Analysis (OEAL Surtace Transportation
Board. 393 [F Street. SW. Wasiungton, DC 204235 tefephone 20.2-245-0293 and retet o
the above Docket No AB-TOR9X

Because the applicable statates and regulations impese strmzent deadbines ho
Procesny s action. yvonr wrihen comnients 1 OF A cwnl Lapy Tooo represenhin e
would be appreciated wathin 3 weehs Your comments sl be considered by the ST
evaluatng the envirmnmental impacts of the contemplated cotone 11 there are ans
grestions concerning his proposal, please contictvur seprosentins e dnests - O
represeriatve et miten 15 Mebame Yashm who oy be contacted by telephone a
$10-20n 22500 cnanl ae Melame e lgrmllaw come er mal ath as C8Tees ot Taonns |

Gritomier, HBOO B3adimore Vvenue, Suile 301, Towsan, M 2 2ol
Smeerely yours,

Melanie Yasbin
Auomney for Mississiper & Skuna Ranoas. 11¢

I nclosuie
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Mississippr Fov nonmental Protection Agency
Misstssippr Department of Enviranmental Qualit
I PO Box 220y

lackson AN 302849

RE©. Docket No AB-TOB9N. Mississippr & Skune Fulley Rar'voad T1C-
Vhandonmenit Exemption- -m Yalohusha and Calthoun Counnes VIS,

Dear Sir vladam:

On or about October T8, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surtace
Transportation Board ( 'STB™) a petition tor exemption seehing authority tor the
Misstssippr & Shuna Valley Railroad, LLC to abandon an approximatels 21 nule rail line
between Bruce Junchion. milepost 21 0 and Bruce. milepost G 0. all m Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counties. MS (the “Line™).

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Histortc Report descitbing the
proposed action and any expected envirenmental ettects, aswell as iomap of the alfected
atca W are providing this report so that you may review e mfommation that will form
the basis for the STRS mdependent enmsironmental analysis o this proceeding Hany ot
the intormation s misleading or incorrect, it vou believe that pertinent mformanien is
missing, or tyou have any questions about the STRS enviispmental review process.
please contact the Office of Fovironmental Analvsis (OCAL Surface Transportation
Board. 3935 E Steet. SW. Waslungton, DC 20423, telephone 202-2435-0293 and reter 1o
the above Dacket No AB-TO89X,

Because the applicable statutes and regulations unpese stringert deadiines 1
processing ibis aetion, your wrttten comments (o QA (with 4 cony o o epresentaing
would he agprecrated swithin 3 weeks Your comments wall e consadered by the STB
evaluating the cnsmnmmental iapadts of the contemplated conon - 1t there are any
guesttons concerning this proposal. please contact our representatne doectly - Owe
eeprosentatrse i this maties is Melanie Yashin who mas be comtacred by telephone
Hlu-200-2250, emait at Melamie wlgrndlaes comoor maid atl s ek ices of Lo |
Gtomer 00 Baltimore Avenue, Sutte 301, Towson, MD 24 204

Sincerely yours.
Melame Yasbin

Adaorney Tor Vhssissipn & Shana Radroad. 1T

Enclosie
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Melamiard busar b com

410-26i6-2205

Misalssippr State Clearinghouse

Mississippi Department of Pinance and Admumistration., Clearinghouse Ofliee.
30T North W est Street. Suite 1301-L

Jackson, VS 39201

RIw Docket Noo AB-TORONX. Mississppr & Skune Talley Raiiroad, 110 -
Ihandomment Exemption— i Yalobusha ane Calhoun Countes VS

Demr Siv ' Madam:

Qn or about Octaber 18, 2011 we expeet o be tiling with the Surface
Fransportation Board (S TH™ a petition tor exemption seehiig autharits o the
Mhsstssippr & Shuna Valley Rulroad, F1C 10 abandon an approsannatets 21 ande rad tine
between Bruce Junction. milepost 21.0 and Bruce. midepost O, all m Yalobusha and
Cathoun Counties. MS the “Line™.

Attached 1~ a Combmed Fnvironmental and Historie Repott deseribmg the
propesed action and any expected environmental etfects. s welt as amap of the afiected
ared \e e providing this report o that sou many review e intermaiion that will form
the hasis tor the STBS independent environmental analysis ot thus proceedig 1 any ol
the mtormatian is musleading or ineerrect. 1t vou belicve that pertinent mfomiation s
mussuie or b vow hive amy guesaions aboat the S TS covirementad review pracess
please contact the Otfice o D nvironmental Analysis 1O A Suhace Tansporahon
Board, 393 1 Strees, S\ Washmgton, DC 20423 telephone 202-245-0295 and reter o
the above Dockhet No o AR-TO89N

Because the appheahle statutes and regulat:ons impose stimgent deadlines tor
processing s action, your sritten comiments 1o OFLA DWiG peops oo sepresentating
wonld be appreciated withe 3 weehs, Your eommeents sillbe considered by the STB
cvalnating the envitonmental impacts of the contemplated coilon 1 there are any
duestens voneerting this praposal, please eontact om reprasentating divectiy Chg
represeitatinve 1 this matter s Mebume Yasbin who may be contactad by relephone w
410-296-2230 entarl at Melame aagraliaw comor mail atl aw Onices 271 ouis |
Gitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 301, Towson. MD 21204

Smcerely sours
. B
Mefaniv Yashin

Attorney for Alississippr & Shima Rarlroad. 11 ¢

Incloswe
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Mussissippr Coastal Zone Management
Masstssipor Department of Manne Resowees
[T Bavvew Avenue, Suite 101
Briont. MS 3950

KE Docket Noo AB-TOSON. Vrssossippr & Skune Vailey Raliowd 10C-
trearcdonment Exenypeion -m Yalohushc and Callioun Coundes VS

Dear Su Madam

U or abaut October 18, 201 swe expect ta he iiling sath the Surtace
[ransportation Board ("NSTB™) a pention for exemption seeking authonty for the
Mississippr & Shuna Valley Ralroad. LLC w0 abandon an approvimately 21 oule raid hne
between Bruce Junction. milepost 21,0 and Bruce, milepost G 1} all i Yalobusha and
Calhoun Counties. MS tthe “Thine™,

\ttached is o Combined Emvironmental and Fhistore Report deseribang ihe
proposed action and any expected environmental effects, as sell as amap of the atfected
area We are providing this report so 1hat vou may review he imformanon that will tonm
the busis o the STBS independent environmental anuls sis of this proceeding 11 any of
the mfornmation B> misleading or meorreet, 1 you beliese that pertinent intomuatne is
missing. of 1 vou have any gquestions about the S TB'S eovnonmental ieview process,
please contact the Oftice of Environmental Analysis (OF A& Surface Taansportatior
Board. 393 1 Street. SW. Washington, DC 20423, telephane 202-243-0295 and reter to
the above Docket No AB-TO89X,

Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadiimes 1o
processing this actien., vour wrdten comments o OLA (wita a copy toour representatinve
swould be appreciated sithin Y weeas Your commuents wil be comaadered by the NTH
evaluating the envarommental inpicts of the cortemplated wcuon 1 there aee ans
questinns voieenieng s proposal. please contact our reprosentats e ety O
tepreseniative in dus matter s Melone Yashin who mas boconacted by telephone
PHO- 266222300 el ag Melanie o Tgraflaw come o miail ai b as O ces of o |
Ceitorier B8O Baltimoee Avenoe: Surte 01T Fowson, MDD 21204

Smeerely vours.

- -

Melanmie Yasbin
Attarmes for Mississipnr & Skana Ranlroaa, [

Faclosue
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ki Docket Noo AB-1089ONXL Vv & Skiina Talliy Radyoad TLC
Vhandonment Exemprion - Yalobusha and Cathown Comres VS

Drear MadanvSie

On or about Uetober 18,2011 we expeet 1o be filing with the Surlacee
I ranspaoriation Board ("STR™ 1 a petition for exemption seekig authonty Tor the
Misstssippr & Skuna Valley Rarlroad. T LU to abandon an saproximate’s 21 nule ral hine
between Bruce Junction: milepost 21 0 and Bruce. nulepost ) 0. all in Y atobusha and

Al

Calhoun Counties. MS (the =T ine™

Attached i a Conhmed Loy ironmenal and Historie Report deser v the
proposed aciion and any expected environmental effeets. aswell as a map of the alfected
arcd. Weate providimg this report so that you may review te information that swill torm
the basis tor the STB'S independent environmental analysis ab this procecding [Hany of
the mtformation s nusleading or incarrect, if you believe tha pertiment imiomation is
missing. 0i 11 you have any questions about the S TS envizonmental teview process.,
please contact the Oftice of Environmental Analysis (OF \y Surtace Transportation
Boaard. 39~ 1 Street, SW. Washmgton, DO 20425 telephan: 202-245-0295 and rejer o
the abhove Docket Noo AB-TO8GX

Because the applicanle statutes and regulations impese strangent deadimes o
processing s action, son wutten cnments o OF N (with ceaps o our representatines
would be appreciated within 3 sweehs. Your comments will s consgderal s the STRn
cvaluating the envuanmental impacts ot the contemplated avon hthere are any
Juestions conceriting thes proposal. please contact our representanve deedtly Cna
reprosenstive i this matter is Melane Yasbin who may be contacted by 1clephone
110220022350, emael at Melante o Taribiaw com. ot mand arlaw Otiees of [ows |
Critomer. 00 Bacimore \venue. Sarte 2010 Fowson, MDY 21204

Sincerely vours,

Melanie Yashin
Attorney tor Mississippr & Shana Rahoad. 11 €
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BILICL'
PO Bos 607
Bruce. NN 38913

R Docket Neo AB-TO8OX. Mussossippi ok Shane aifey Ruiivocd 11 C -
Thandevment Fxemption—in: Y alobusha ana Colhonn Countes AN

Dear Madem Sir

I or about Octover 18, 2011 we expect to he filing with the Suitaee
[tansportaiion Board ("STB™) a petition for exemption sechiog authority tor the
Mississiopr & Skuna Valley Rarlroad. 1.LC to abandon an agniosamatels 21 mile vl hine
between Bruee Janction, milepost 210 and Bruce, mifepost ) 6, al1hin Yatobusha and
Calnour Counties. MS (the “Line™)

Altached 15 a Combined Envinonmental ard Historic Report desciibing the
proposed acaon and any expected envitommental effects, as well as a map of the atlecied
arit Wo e provadimg this report so that youmas reviess e mfbimaon thot will loam
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analvsis of this procecdme Hans ol
the intormation is misleadme or incotrect. it you nelieve tha, pertinent mformatien s
missing. or 1 vou have any (aestions about the STB's envoenmental raview process.
please contact the Office ot Envooamental Analysis (OE AL Swrtace Transportation
Board, 323 1 Street, SW O Washogton, DC 20423 telephone 20222450295 and refer o
the above Docket Moo AB-TOS9N

Because the apphicable statates and regulations impe-e singent deadites i
Prowessig iy achon sou et conmenis o O N Gt g caps to oar s epresenlaine o
would he apprecisied withm S wechs Your comments wal be consuliied b ibe S TR in
cvlugune the coveanmental impacts of the contemplated w1 there ge am
questioty coneerting thes proposal. pledse contact our seproeniainge Gieecths Ging
reprascntative i ths maten s Mebime Yastin who mas bocontacred by wefeplone o
S 2un- 2250, cnranl o Melanre @ faraitfas comov math ascas Uttiees o o |

Cadomier A0 Baltimore Avenne, St 300 Fowson MDD 2 20l
Sincerely yours,
Melanie Yashin

Attorney 1o Mississope & Sharea Ralroad. 1
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EXHIBIT 3 - USGS MAPS
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EXHIBIT 4 - BRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHS
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